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A LEGACY TO REMEMBER

Madison Elementary School has been a place where generations of
students learned, grew, and built lasting connections. For decades,
its classrooms, hallways, and playgrounds have been filled with
laughter and curiosity.

As we prepare to close this chapter, we recognize the importance
of honoring the memories and experiences that have shaped
Madison into what it is today.

This memory book was created to preserve those moments.

Through photos and stories shared by students, families, staff, and
community members, this collection reflects the heart of Madison.

While the building may no longer serve its original purpose, the
impact of Madison Elementary will live on in the lives it has
touched.
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OUR STORY

Madison School has been part of our community’s story since the
earliest days of education in Manitowoc County. Its roots trace
back to the 1830s, with the original Madison School opening in
Union Park in 1873.

Over the years, the school was known by several names, including
Park School, Second Ward School, and Northside High School,
reflecting both its location and its role in serving students across
grade levels.

On November 2, 1914, the Board of Education officially named the
school after President James Madison. As the community grew, a
new Madison School was built and opened on March 12, 1956.
Students and staff marked the occasion by parading from the old
building to the new one, carrying their books and supplies.

For generations, Madison has been a place of learning, connection,
and pride. Its legacy is defined not only by its history and lakeshore
location, but by the students, staff, families, and community
members who have made Madison what it is today

Home to approximately 200 students, Madison has always been
more than a school; it has been a place where relationships
matter, where students are supported, and where the Cougar spirit
of strength, determination, and kindness is lived each day.

OUR VALUES

Respect • Collaboration • Diversity • Safety
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Andy & Khloe

A FAMILY’S MADISON STORY

The Brouchoud family shared moments that capture the connections and
celebrations that made Madison feel like home. From first days to final ones,
these memories reflect a journey filled with growth, relationships, and lasting

impact.
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GROWING UP AT MADISON

The relationships Andy and Khloe formed at Madison, with teachers,
staff, and one another, are what made it feel like home.
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Hailey W.

MADISON MEMORIES

Former Student

I remember being in Ms. Moyer's 4th grade class

doing the Africa projects, the shirt project, and

the crazy clothes she would wear. My parents

went to Madison, I went to Madison, and three of

my children went to Madison. I'm sad to see it go,

but I'm happy that we all had the opportunity to

experience this school. 
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Harry O’Connell

MADISON MEMORIES

Former Teacher/Staff Member

It was August of 1971.  The first day of my

employment. This was an in-service day.  I arrived

extra early and parked my new car in the school

parking lot.  As I entered the front door, I was

greeted by BJ Marshall, the secretary. She greeted

me with a hug and welcomed me. Then she asked

me if the only car in the parking lot was mine. I

proudly told her that it was a 1971 Chevy Malibu. It

had a 454 cubic engine, vinyl hard top, 4-speed

Turbo Hydramatic transmission, and in 35 more

payments, it would be mine.  She smiled sweetly

and said, “That’s nice, dear, but it is in the

principal’s parking spot!”  I quickly moved the car

and never made that mistake again!
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Mary (Stoikes) Indritz

MADISON MEMORIES

Former Student
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Mary (Stoikes) Indritz

MADISON MEMORIES

Former Student
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MADISON THROUGH 
THE YEARS
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March 1956: A Historic Move
 This letter, sent to Madison families ahead of the school’s move to its

current building, offers a firsthand look at a day many in the
community still remember.
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CLASSROOM LIFE
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GROWING MADISON
As Madison grew, so did its spaces, adding a new gym, specials
wing, and classrooms to better support students and learning.

These additions are part of the legacy of a school that continued to
evolve, always putting students and community first.
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ACTIVITIES
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MADISON MOMENTS
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LEARNING AT MADISON
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Madison, Madison, we will cheer for you,
for we know that you’ll always be true.

We are for you, we are for you.
If you win or lose, we’ll be true

to whatever we do.

To uphold the honor of our school,
we’ll always try.

Let the echoes of song reach the sky.

Here, forgetting self or trouble,
all may claim a share

of our joy, hope, and courage there.
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MADISON SCHOOL SONG

A song that brought generations of Madison students together.
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FOREVER A COUGAR

Madison Elementary School has been more than a building; it has
been a place of belonging, growth, and connection for generations

of students, families, and staff.

Within these walls, friendships were formed, lessons were learned,
and memories were made. While this chapter comes to a close, the

impact of Madison will continue to live on in every student, every
family, and every story shared.

No matter where the future leads, Madison will always be a part of
who we are.

THANK YOU

Thank you to all of the students, families, staff, and community
members who shared photos and memories for this book. Your

contributions helped capture the spirit of Madison and ensure its
story will be remembered for years to come.
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ONCE A COUGAR, ALWAYS A COUGAR

Madison Elementary School 
Manitowoc, WI
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