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Youth Apprenticeship 
Information Night
Students and parents are welcome 
to attend to learn about YA and  
the application process for the  
2018-19 school year.

January 29, 2018, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
at Lincoln High Auditorium
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YA PROGRAM HELPS STUDENTS 
EXPLORE CAREER PATHS

Collaboration

Imagine getting valuable experience in your career field and even lining up a job - 
all before you graduate from high school.

That is happening for students in the Manitowoc County Youth Apprenticeship 
program.

“Youth Apprenticeship prepares students for successful futures,” said Bonnie 
Proszenyak, Lincoln High School Youth Apprenticeship Coordinator. 

“Students are getting a minimum of 450 hours of real-life, hands-on career 
experiences,” she said. “They also are learning from and making connections with 
local business leaders – all while still in high school.”

Youth apprenticeship is a 1- or 2-year program open to juniors and seniors that 
combines paid, on-the-job learning with academic and technical classroom 
instruction. YA opens doors by giving students the chance to “try out” a career area 
of interest while under the guidance of a business mentor.

In the 2016-17 school year, 101 students participated in YA with nearly half (47) 
from Lincoln High. Students also enrolled from MPSD’s McKinley Academy, as well 
as Michicot, Reedsville, Two Rivers, Valders, Roncalli and Manitowoc Lutheran 
schools. The program is coordinated by Kari Mueller at CESA 6 and the Wisconsin 
Department of Workforce Development. 

YA BY THE NUMBERS:

Continued on page 3

101
STUDENTS
(47 from Lincoln)

300
COLLEGE 
CREDITS 
EARNED

72
EMPLOYER 
PARTNERS

76% OF STUDENTS
CONTINUED WORKING  
FOR YA EMPLOYERS 

10
CAREER 
PATHWAYS

Photos courtesy of Manitowoc County Youth Apprenticeship 



VISIT WWW.MANITOWOCPUBLICSCHOOLS.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION

Options are diverse. Ten career pathways 
are represented by the more than 70 
Manitowoc County employers that offer 
student experience in:

1.  Agriculture, animal or plant science  
(horticulture, vet tech, water 
resource management)

2. Construction

3.  Financial services (banking, 
accounting and insurance)

4.  Health services (dental assistant, 
CNA nurse assistant)

5. Hospitality, lodging and tourism

6. Information technology

7.  Manufacturing (assembly 
packaging, industrial maintenance, 
machining production processes, 
welding, woods)

8. Sales and marketing

9. STEM (engineering)

10.  Transportation (automotive 
tech, diesel tech and agricultural 
mechanics)

Students often work in the morning 
at their YA employer and then head 
to Lincoln High for afternoon classes. 
They also attend classes at Lakeshore 
Technical College. 

Students interested in joining the 
Manitowoc County YA program should 
contact Bonnie Proszenyak in Lincoln 
High room 130, 920-323-4502 or speak 
with school counselors. Learn more at 
www.yamanitowoccounty.com.

Continued from page 1

Building Relationships, One Student and Family at a Time

The holiday season is a time of compassion. We give to the needy, buy toys 
for children who otherwise would get none, and drop coins into red kettles. But 
compassion is one of six core values that we strive to live and embody all year 
round in the Manitowoc Public School District.

Last school year the Board of 
Education approved a new district 
mission and vision, as well as six 
core values we believe are critical to 
student success in school and in life. 
These core values are relationships, 
compassion, collaboration, 
dedication, integrity and inspiration. 

Building good relationships is a key focus this school year. We know parents 
have the greatest impact on students’ success. But teachers and coaches/
advisors also play a critical role. We are proud of our teachers who go the extra 
mile to forge connections with their students, help them after school or coach a 
sport on the weekends.

We are working to improve relationships with our families, staff, alumni and 
residents through better communication. That includes this MPSD Connection 
community newsletter, the Manitowoc Nation website and a new monthly column 
in the Manitowoc Herald Times Reporter. 

We also are strengthening relationships through community partnerships. We 
are grateful for our business partners who have given our students experiences 
they could not have had inside the classroom. This includes the more than 70 
employers involved in the Manitowoc County Youth Apprenticeship program, and 
the Manitowoc County Home Builders Association that is helping us create new 
high school courses.

We also work to build good relationships with our taxpayers by being good 
fiscal stewards of district resources. The Board in October adopted a budget 
that decreases the school property tax levy for the second consecutive year. The 
school tax levy is about $18.6 million, down about 4 percent from last year. The 
tax levy rate is $8.04 per $1,000 of assessed property value, substantially less 
than the statewide average rate of $9.97 per $1,000. This translates to about $804 
for a $100,000 home. 

We welcome everyone to join us for our winter concerts, theater and sports 
events. If you have an idea for a new partnership, contact me via email 
holzmanm@mpsd.k12.wi.us or 920-686-4777.

Happy New Year!
Mark Holzman 
MPSD Superintendent

SUPERINTENDENT MESSAGE:

Reserve MPSD Facilities
You can now reserve district 
facilities online. Go to www.
manitowocpublicschools.org/district. 
Click on Building and Grounds > 
Building Use Request Terms.

Relationships



Inspiration

Dedication
Integrity

MPSD Offers Students Unique and Diverse Opportunities
Getting “real world” hands-on experiences helps bring classroom learning to life. The MPSD offers its students unique opportunities, 
from paddle boarding and school forest exploration to industry tours, Summer Band Bash and International Baccalaureate events. 

n K-12 students explore the MPSD School Forest’s nearly 
300 acres of mixed forests, stands of pine, sand dunes, 
fields, swamp and pond. Many alumni fondly remember their 
school forest trips.

n MPSD music students performed in London last summer at 
the Langley Park School for Boys. They also participated in a 
workshop at the Shakespeare Globe and attended a performance 
at the Royal Albert Hall. 

Traditions Live On
We are proud of our heritage and keep 
some traditions alive in MPSD and at 
Lincoln High. We were gratified when 
Architectural Digest in September named 
Manitowoc Lincoln High School as the 
most beautiful public high school in 
Wisconsin!

n Architectural Digest cited Lincoln’s 
1923 ornate Gothic-style tower that can 
only be climbed during special tours.

n Students competed in the traditional 
Homecoming hallway decorating contest.

Celebrating Our Students and Staff
Our students and staff continue to impress with their hard 
work and talent. This year we started a monthly spotlight on a 
student and a staff member. Visit the district’s website to read 
the spotlights. Those featured include staff members Molly 
Johnson, Kasey Mayer, Robert Noe, Cindi Sprang and Gina Wagner, and students  
Alex Bauer, Arianna Hernandez, Grace Knutson and Deion Walker.

Here are more recent accomplishments:

n Renee Mahloch (Jefferson Elementary 
6th Grade Teacher) and Bonnie 
Proszenyak (LHS Youth Apprenticeship 
Coordinator) received “Future 15” 
awards by the Young Professionals of 
Manitowoc County. 

n Joey O’Connor of Washington Jr. 
High was selected to play trumpet in the 
Wisconsin State Middle Level Honors 
Orchestra.

n Seventh grade flutist Kaylin Vang was 
chosen to perform in the UW-Milwaukee 
Middle School Honor Band Festival. 

n Lincoln Science Teacher Andy 
Evenson was one of six panel members 

setting national chemistry content 
knowledge requirements in Dulles, VA. 

n The National Society of High 
School Scholars (NSHSS) awarded 
teacher Patrick Debruin after a student 
nominated him for his outstanding 
dedication and commitment to 
excellence.

n MPSD elementary teachers 
collaborated at the summer Teachers 
College Homegrown Institute. 

n Lincoln science teacher Erin Otte-
Meyer participated in the College Board’s 
Annual AP Reading for Chemistry in 
Salt Lake City, Utah.

n Lincoln High students paddle 
board on Lake Michigan in an 
“Outdoor Pursuits” class that also 
highlights kayaking, rock climbing, 
mountain biking, wilderness 
survival skills, geocaching, 
snorkeling, cross country skiing, 
caving and archery.

n Students tour businesses, 
manufacturing plants, 
hospitals and construction 
sites to see work 
environments first-hand. 
Junior high and high school 
students visit Lakeshore 
Technical College and UW-Green Bay. Lincoln High and McKinley 
Academy students this fall toured commercial and residential sites 
and saw construction from design to finish. 



WE NEED YOU! 
We are hiring substitute 
teachers, paraprofessionals, 
custodians & secretaries.  
Apply at 
manitowocpublicschools.org/
district/hr.

RUN FOR  
SCHOOL BOARD   
Two School Board seats are 
up for election on April 2, 
2018. Interested candidates 
must file required forms by 
January 2, 2018.

ENJOY STUDENT 
THEATER  
Join us for Wilson Jr. High’s 
play “Appropriate Audience 
Behavior” Jan. 11-13, and 
Lincoln High’s musical 
“Starmites” Feb. 8-10.

REGISTER  
FOR 4K   
Registration for 4K 
for 2018-19 begins in 
February 2018. Visit 
manitowocpublicschools.
org/services/4k.

CONTACT OUR SCHOOLS: manitowocpublicschools.org/schools

The Manitowoc Public School District does not 
discriminate against individuals on the basis of 
age, sex, race, religion, national origin, ancestry, 
creed, pregnancy, marital or parental status, 
sexual orientation, or physical, mental, emotional, 
or learning disability.

Manitowoc Public School District
2902 Lindbergh Drive
Manitowoc, WI 54220

STAY CONNECTED - #ShipsPride
@ManitowocPublicSchools @ManitowocPublic

• Inspiring Education
• Empowering Community
• Unleashing Potential

v i ni oS
OuR

Virtual 
Library 
Cards: 
Students 
Get 
Digital Access
MPSD students and teachers have full 
online access to the Manitowoc Public 
Library’s digital resources, thanks to 
a new partnership between the MPL 
and the school district. Students can 
get “Virtual Library Cards” (VLCs) that 
provide access to the library’s public 
computers, internet, materials and 
equipment (except for any with fees). 

Popular online learning resources 
include Tumblebooks, Mango 
Languages, Overdrive, Gale Courses, 
ebooks and more. Tutor.com offers 
online tutoring daily from 4 to 11 p.m. 
See www.manitowoclibrary.org/vlc for a 
list of resources. Students can upgrade 
their VLCs to regular library cards to 
check out even more materials, visit the 
Community Creation Room, use its 3D 
printer and more.

Students Raise Money for Charity
Thank you to all who contributed to our students’ charitable efforts:

CollaborationCompassion

n Lincoln fall athletes raised more than
$1,000 for breast cancer awareness
week. Aurora Medical Center plans to
use the donation to purchase wigs for
patients in need.

n Thanks to
alumnus Jason
Bell, a former Youth
Apprenticeship
student, who made
an impressive
metal ship as his
graduation gift to
the Lincoln Class
of 2017.

n A 7-year-old Jefferson Elementary
student helped raise more than $600 for
her 1-year-old friend Max who suffered a
serious head injury. Nadia Salinas sold
rocks that she painted in a fundraiser
called “Project Maxwell Rocks.”

n The Hopeful Hearts Club, started by Wilson Jr.
High 8th grader Lia Haile, collected more than
1,000 items for its Cold Weather Clothing Drive.
The club helps children and families at a local
homeless shelter.

n Through the purchase of winter
hats, Monroe Elementary donated $93
to the Heavenly Hat Foundation. The
foundation distributes hats to heroes
of all ages who lose their hair due to
cancer and other medical treatment.


